Eagle Projects at Various Locations, including St. Louis School

Troop 680 Scouts – here are at least two, probably more, Eagle projects at St. Louis School as suggested by our Unit Commissioner, Dick Bowman. These projects will benefit all St. Louis school students, kindergarten through eighth grade as they would use these areas for biology, science observations and experiments and general outdoor study. Others in the parish could certainly use these areas for peaceful meditative walks, observation, exercise and contemplation. The guidelines for these projects:  Be creative and use your imagination!
1. Amphitheater (Jonathan Fanelli; completed Fall 2005). On the upper slope of the hill behind the playing field, near the new addition:  Added benches along with terracing and earth work.

2. Meditation Walk (who?).  Down the hill behind JP II, do some/all of the following:

a. Construct a winding trail from back of JP II, follow existing path
b. Some tree cutting may be required, but do not cut too many; the preference is to wind the trail around and preserve the existing trees

c. Eliminate brush throughout the trail length

d. Eliminate predatory vines (ivy and non-native growth) that kill trees 

e. Construct the trail using dirt, stone or mulch as St. Louis wishes and as the Scout recommends after consultation with St. Louis School representatives, e.g., Gen. Bowman, Mrs. Noreen Gilmour, Mr. Tom Balint, Fr. Staples, etc.

i. Note:  Can get mulch free from Fairfax County

f. Post signs showing saints, e.g., St. Louis, St. Thomas Aquinas, etc.

g. Put a bench at the end

3. Nature Trail I (Kevin Bloomfield)

a. From side of JP II by ball field and track, outside of field by fence, construct a winding trail across the hillside and 180° back across the hillside for perhaps three to four traverses
b. Remove growth on existing (barely discernable) path

i. Remember:  Can get mulch free from Fairfax County

c. Improve path to end of fence, adding mulch

d. Post signs to identify birds, maybe also trees, shrubs and other plants, as well as typical/native wildlife (small animals)
4. Nature Trail II

a. Like Nature Trail I, extending path to other fence

b. Post signs to identify plants and trees, maybe also shrubs and other plants, as well as typical/native wildlife (birds; small animals)
5. Nature Trail III

a. Like Nature Trail I, extending path from other fence back up to JP II

b. Post signs to identify native wildlife (small animals), maybe also plants and trees, shrubs and other plants.

6. Nature Trail IV

a. Like Nature Trail I, if Trails I, II and III do not complete the loop

b. Add signs and pictures to encourage conservation, e.g., explain the conservation project to control water runoff and to protect the Chesapeake Bay

[Information on this page was added in October 2007]

The following website http://www.cleanfairfaxcouncil.org/cleanup.htm has
information about Clean Fairfax Council, a private nonprofit environmental
organization which is focusing on cleanup of parks, school grounds, hiking
and bike paths, bus stops, etc.

Groups can plan a cleanup and a location and receive FREE supplies,
including bags, safety vests, gloves, auto litter bags, and safety tips (and
a memento for each volunteer).  Collected aluminum cans can be turned in to
the Fire Department for ACBC (Aluminum Cans for Burned Children).

This would be a good service project for Scouts or high school students.
Please pass the information on to anyone whom you think might be interested!

[The following project was completed by Ryan O'Connor in 2007]

Troop 680 -- Scouts (presumably Life rank) interested in an Eagle Project, please note the following information from Peggy Bowers as of February 2, 2007.  If interested, please contact Scoutmaster Wade Harvey FIRST to discuss.

The  American Horticultural Society needs help with a building project. AHS is a non profit gardening organization promoting environmentally friendly gardening practices and encouraging people of all ages to get involved in gardening, gardens and the natural world. We are in need of new tables for use during our annual fundraising plant sale. They would be constructed using 1x4's with wire fencing stretched over the top. The legs would be 2x4's joined with saw horse brackets. Scouts or scout leaders would need to cut the lumber and assemble the tables with screws/nails and also cut and create the sawhorses with plastic brackets. AHS could fund the project though donations of material are always appreciated. We would need a total of 21 tables. An exact plan for the tables will be provided. The plant sale dates for this year are April 20-22 so we would need them prior to that. The tables may be built on or off site.

Thanks

Peggy Bowers

Horticulturist

American Horticultural Society

7931 East Boulevard Drive

Alexandria VA 22309

703-768-5700 Ext 149

pbowers@ahs.org
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