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Parents,

This weekend’s Camporee is the first for some of your boys as a Boy Scout.  To assist you in helping him prepare, here is a listing of required gear that each scout should have for this event (also a good list for any summer camping). Note that some items like a backpack & compass are not necessary for THIS outing; a duffel bag can be substituted.  If you do not have a compass, please do not go out and buy a cheap one for this event.  WAIT and get a good quality one.

Sleeping bags/pads, boots, backpacks and compasses are critical pieces of gear, so if you are beginning to acquire these items, do your scout a big favor and seek out the best you can afford – balancing your son’s ability to keep track of it… we will camp in cold and wet weather and the right stuff keeps the “fun” in the outing.  Take your time, search for deals (they’re out there).  Acquire the best quality you can afford (keep in mind this does not have to mean “new”). If you need help finding things, let me know and I will be glad to point you a number of sources for gear.

 I recommend you work with your boy to (a) acquire the gear over time and (b) have them clean and care for it after each outing. This builds familiarity with their gear and a sense of responsibility. If you have questions, drop me an e-mail or give me a call.

Kerry McCabe

Assistant Scoutmaster

(703) 960-3304


The Basic Scout Kit (Summer)

Wear:

· Class A shirt 

· Scout pants or shorts with belt

· Socks

· Boots

Pack:

· Back Pack or duffle bag (if you do not have a pack yet)

· Sleeping gear – 2 or 3 blankets or sleeping bag

· Sleeping Pad 

· Rain Gear -- Nylon poncho (get a heavy duty, high quality one)

· Flashlight or headlamp – Small with spare batteries

· Mess Kit

· Steel/Lexan soup spoon or “spork” (best)

· Small sponge/scrub pad

· Insulated 12-16 oz mug

· Lexan bowl/plate; or Metal mess kit/utensils

· Canteen -- 1 qt lexan bottle is best, Camelback optional

· Compass – see notes above. Try to get one with a luminous needle made by the BSA, Silva or Brunton.
· Wrist watch
· Pocket knife or Leatherman tool – Must have Totin’ Chip to bring/carry
· Notebook and pencil/pen
· Work gloves
· Swimsuit
· Personal Care – (pack in zip-lock bag)
· Toothbrush w/case
· Small tube of toothpaste
· Soap – preferably biodegradable
· Comb
· Washcloth and towel
· Chapstick 
· Sunscreen/Insect repellent
· Extra clothes – inside plastic bags (newspaper type)
· Shirt – lightweight long sleeve
· T-Shirt
· Pants – Zip off leg type are a good investment
· Spare socks x2 pair (wool preferred over cotton)
· Spare sneakers

· First Aid Kit – in a zip-lock bag. Recommend your Scout make a kit; see Scout handbook Pg 289 for an example. Focus on the essentials:
· Band-Aids
· Moleskin (for Blister aid)
· Tweezers

· Gauze pads
· Adhesive tape
· Antiseptic cream
· Alcohol preps
· Burn cream
· Latex gloves
Troop Equipment (Provided):

· Patrol Cooking Kits
· Pots, Pans, Dutch Ovens
· Large Cooking Utensils
· Stoves (2-Burner and Single Burner for Backpacking)
· Large Water Containers
· Tents & ground cloth - (2 scouts/tent)
· Patrol and Troop Tarps
· Lantern
· Propane Tanks
· Tables
· Plastic Bins (Dishwashing)

A Scout should not have:

· Personal electronics on campouts
· A knife with a blade > 3” in length
· Any knife until he completes basic edged tool safety training and receives the Totin’ Chip card
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